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Abstract: During its evolution, European Union had been trying to be representative for all its citizens. That is why 
it tried to create an institutional system capable of responding to all the European Union’s objectives. One of the 
major problem of the European governance is to assure that the Europe’s population is well represented  in this 
system,  knowing  the  fact  that  European  Union  is  a  democratic  structure,  created  on  the  democratical 
systems’principles. How this objectives fulfield in its evolution? How important is the European Parliament in the 
european decisional system? Is the population „powerful” enough to be involved in this system? These  are some 
ideas concerning the Community’s debates themes during our days. This article tries to point the stages that the 
European Parliament had passed on its way of increasing its importance in the decisional system, concluding at the 
end how the parliamentary democracy should work in Europe. 
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1. Short theoretical considerations upon the European Parliament 
 
The European Parliament represents one of the components of the named „decisional triangle of European 
Union”. From the birth of the European Steel and Coal Community the idea of the population representativity and its 
implication in the decision-making process was important. The initial role of the European Parliament (The General 
Assemebly at that time) was to supervise the High Authority’s activity (which was responsible for the supervising of 
the coal and steel production). 
Today, the decision in European Union is based on three categories of objectives: 
1.  the Community objectives – represented by the European Comission 
2.  the member-states objectives – represented by the Council of Ministers 
3.  the population objectives – represented by the European Parliament 
The decisional system based on this structure is involved in each decision regarding  the  
legislation, but, also, the budget and the political decision. 
  The European Parliament was created as a Common Assembly in 1951. In 1957 The Rome Treaty created 
another  two  Communitites:  the  European  Economical  Community  and  The  European  Community  of  Atomic 
Energy.. To each of these Communities there were created specific institutions, including a Parliament. In 1965 the 
three Communities became one – the European Community. This process reffered to an institutional merge. The 
process can be represented as following: 
 
 
The Common 
Assembly of ECSC 
The EEC Parliament 
The EAAC Parliament 
European 
Parliament 
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Figure 1: Creating the European Parliament 
 
The European Parliament members were – initially - delegated by the national parliaments, and, even the 
Treaty of Rome established the necessity of direct elections, this principle was recognized, but not applied. The 
direct elections for the European Parliament became reality in 1979. (Fuerea, 2002) 
Regarding  the  member  number,  this  is  established  after  a  principle  –  known  as  the  „the  principle  of 
degresive  proportionality”-  established  at  European  Council  Summit  in  1992  at  Edinburgh.  According  to  this 
principle: 
1.  each member state has a number of 6 deputies (without direct connection with the population number) 
2.  in plus, each member state has the right to have a member in the Parliament for each 500.000 habitants 
(for a population between 1 million and 25 millions) 
3.  in  plus,  each  member  state  has  the  right  to  have  a  member  in  the  Parliament  for  each  1.000.000 
habitants (for a population between 25 millions and 60 millions) 
4.  in  plus,  each  member  state  has  the  right  to  have  a  member  in  the  Parliament  for  each  2.000.000 
habitants (for a population over 60 millions) 
At the begining, the European Parliament had 79 members and reached  732 members (2009),  
with a phase of 782 (the transition phase when Romania and Bulgaria joined EU in 2007). 
  The last specification regarding the number of the European Parliament members is in the Lisbon Treaty. 
According to this, the Parliament has 750 members (with a minimum of 6 and a maximum of 96), elected for five 
years. They represent a population of  aproximately 500 million inhabitants, like this: 
 
                                          Tabel 1   EU’s  member states population 
Member state  Population (mil) 
Austria  8.3 
Belgium  10.7 
Bulgaria  7.6 
Cyprus  0.8 
Denmark  5.5 
Estonia  1.3 
Finland  5.3 
France  64.3 
Germany  82 
Greece  11.2 
Irland  4.5 
Italy  60 
Latvia  2.3 
Lituania  3.3 
Luxemburg  0.5 
Malta  0.4 
Poland  38.1 
Portugal  10.6 
United Kingdom  61.7 
Cesch Republic  10.5 
Romania  21.5 
Slovakia  5.4 
Slovenia  2 
Spain  45.8 
Sweden  9.2 
Netherland  16.4 
Hungary  10 
TOTAL  499,2 
Source: http://europa.eu/about-eu/countries/member-countries/index_ro.htm 
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2. The European Parliament role in the decision making process 
 
According to its initial role, the European Parliament was not a very implicated institution (its role was 
limited only to supervise the executive power). During the time, the Parliament powers improved by implication in 
the budgetary mechanism and even in the legislative mechanism. 
In the evolution of this institution a main role had The Single European Act. In the condition of the fact that 
the Community had had as an objective to fulfill the Single Market, the institutions were forced to contribute to 
achieve this objective. 
The Single European Act has a few important stipulations regarding the Parliament: 
•  the right to block the initiatives with majority 
•  the right to ask questions to the Council of Ministers 
•  the right to revoke the Commission  with 2/3 of votes 
•  a bigger power in the legislative mechanism by cooperation procedure 
The Parliament role grew up. The Maastricht Treaty involved the Parliament in the co-decision  
procedure and the Amsterdam Treaty enlarged the field of this procedure application from 15 to 33 fields. 
  The Lisbon Treaty specifies that the European Parliament has budgetary and legislative  powers.  
The role of the European Parliament could be resumed to the following: 
1.  legislative role 
The Rome Treaty gave to the Parliament only a consultative role, by leaving to the Commission the power 
to start the procedure and to the Council – the power to decide it. The following treaties extended the 
Parliament  competences  to  adopt  and  improve  the  legislation;  so  the  Parliament  and  the  Council  are 
responsible for the decision regarding legislation in a numerous fields. The most recent treaty referring this 
aspects is the Lisbon Treaty. 
2.  budgetary role 
The  European  Parliament  approves  the  European  budget.  The  budgetary  procedure  allows  permits  to 
improve  the  budget  proposed  by  the  European  Commission.  To  achieve  this  objectives,  the  European 
Parliament has a specific committee – The Parliamentary Committee for the budgeting control.  
3.  supervising role 
The European Parliament supervises the European Commission by the following  
procedures: 
•  the  Commission  investment  –  The  European  Parliament  approves  the  Commission  President  and  its 
members 
•  censorship motion – the European Parliament has the right to contest the Commission. If the motion  is 
voted by 2/3 of the Parliament members, the Commission members have to resign. 
•  The Parliament questions – even if they are written or oral, the Commission is forced to answer to these 
questions 
•  Committees of  inquiry – they may be named by the Parliament, as temporary structures, to investigate the 
wrong implementation of European legislation 
•  Opening the judiciary procedure at the European Court of Justice in cases of Treaties violation 
 
 
3. How the Parliamentary democracy works? 
   
Started from the idea of creating an over national structure, the European Community had to solve the 
problem of assuring a representative and optimal governing system. If at the national level the democratic system 
supposes the principle of power separation, at the over national level to find a governing system adapted to a lot of 
independent nations becomes much more complex. 
  European Union tried to establish specific roles to the institutions involved in the decisional system to 
assure a proper governance of the Community: 
 
                                                       Tabel nr 2   Institutions involved in the decisional system in EU  
Role  Institutions involved in the role 
Decision  European Council  Council  of 
Ministers  
European 
Parliament 
 
Legislative  European 
Commission 
Council  of 
Ministers 
European 
Parliament 
Economic  and  Social 
Committee/The 
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Committee of Regions 
Executive  European 
Commission 
European Council     
Control  European 
Parliament 
European 
Commission 
European Court 
of Justice 
Other  jurisdictional  
institutions, agencies 
International  European 
Commission 
European 
Parliament 
Council  of 
Ministers 
 
 
Source: www.europa.eu 
 
Even if we might consider that the European Parliament is a representative institution, in fact this is not like 
this all the time. The „democratic deficit” (which means that the European population was not considered „as it 
matters” in the decisional system) in the 70 generated an opinion that the European population should be better 
represented in the governing system. 
When  the  co-decision  procedure  was  introduced,  this  problem  was  solved.  The  European  Parliament 
became involved in the decision by voting, so we might consider this as a progress. The Lisbon Treaty established 
this role for the Parliament by specifying in a concrete way the fact that the Parliament has legislative and budgetary 
roles, by shareing them with the Council. 
Of course, we may ask ourselves if this is enough. As we know, the political union is the most ambitious 
objective  for  the  European  Community.  In  this  circumstances,  the  European  Parliament’s  role  has  to  be 
representative for the democratic governing system, as a proof of the political union is achieved.  
A number of questions should be asked regarding this problem: 
1.  Where  the  European  Parliament  should  stay  when  the  Cmmunity  concieves  its  institutional 
system? Should be a central place, a periferic one? 
The  opened  cordination  method  (Lisbon,  2000)  established  as  to  have  some  agreements  between 
governments to solve the social and economical problems and to point the political power at national 
level (even regional) [4] 
2.  What are the competences of its members? Are they enough for such a big responsibility? 
It  is  known  the  fact  that  some  of  the  members  of  the  European  Parliament  are  controversial,  and 
sometimes their skills and competences are not enough for the difficulty of their decisions. 
3.  Is it right to have different ways to elect the members of the European Parliament? 
As we know, each country has a specific election law. There is not a single law for European elections. 
The different systems suppose a percent of representatives in some countries, sums of money in other 
countries, the possibility t be elected only by the nationals, etc. So the members are not elected in the 
same way.  
  Anyway, these are just some of the questions about the role and the importance of the European Parliament. 
The  list  is  opened  because  of  the  new  challenges  of  the  European  governance,  in  the  crisis  context,  in  the 
enlargement context and in the globalization context 
4. Conclusions 
 
Taking decisions through such a complex  system as the European Union’s decisional system is a very 
responsible act. During its evolution, the european decisional system was improved permanently - and the process is 
not finished yet – with the purpose of its representativity of each interests. 
To achieve these objectives we have to take care of the following:? 
1.  the  european  population  is  represented  in  the  European  Union  by  a  specific  institution  –  The 
European Parliament 
Its role grew significantly from a simple one – to survey the High Authority’s activity -  to efective 
implication in the decision-making process  - through co-decision. 
2.  even though, the European Parliament is still having some specific problems, such as: 
•  its members representativity (there are some problems regarding their abilities and skills) 
•  its role regarding especially the social and economical issues 
•  the election procedure  
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